WESTMINSTER

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Service for the Lord’s Day
Holy Baptism
Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.
GATHERING
(Silence during the Prelude is requested in preparation for worship.)
PRELUDE

This Joyful Eastertide
Vruechten

Andrew Clarke

Easter Hymn

John Ferguson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us worship God!
(Those who are able may stand.)
The bread of life opens our eyes.
The word of life opens our ears.
The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness,
and by those wounds we are healed.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Almighty God,
we give you thanks for the love
poured into our world through Christ Jesus,
who opened our minds to understand what you have made,
whose appearance among his followers brings peace,
and who creates faith through touch and taste.
Show us Jesus, even now,
through the mystery of your threefold presence,
one God, abiding now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN 234

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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ST. KEVIN

CALL TO CONFESSION
The One who calls us to repent, hears us.
In trust that our Creator knows us through and through,
let us open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
What love you have given us, O God,
that we should be called your children.
What love you have given us, O Christ,
that we should share a table with you.
Forgive us when we act as if we were your
only children:
when we do not recognize your image
in the faces of strangers, enemies, or friends;
when we do not share our own tables,
forgetting that we need each other.
Forgive us, O Christ, maker of peace,
and teach us to follow in your way.
(Silent confession)
Kyrie (Sung responsively by the choir and congregation)

Hal H. Hopson

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
(The liturgist pours water, which reminds us of our baptism.)
Believe the Good News: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
*The Peace
Since God in Christ has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another.
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
(Please exchange the peace with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”)
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*ACT OF PRAISE

(Hymn 513 v. 3) FESTIVAL CANTICLE
This Is the Feast of Victory

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation. Refrain.
CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
Hear the Word of God! Our ears are open.
1 John 3:1-7
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
Psalm 4 (Hymn 776)

TALLIS’ ORDINAL

Luke 24:36-48
36

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here
to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in
their presence.
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of
these things.
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SERMON

“Get Your Life Back”
(A moment for meditation)
5

Donovan Drake

*HYMN 703

Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me
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ST. CATHERINE

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Presentation
Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ…
Obeying the word of our Lord Jesus,
and confident of his promises,
we baptize those whom God has called.
In baptism God claims us and seals us
to show that we belong to God.
God frees us from sin and death,
uniting us with Jesus Christ
in his death and resurrection.
By water and the Holy Spirit,
we are made members of the Church,
the body of Christ,
and joined to Christ's ministry
of love, peace, and justice.
Let us remember with joy our own baptism,
as we celebrate this sacrament.
Questions to the Parents, Congregation and Children of the Church
*Profession of Faith
Through baptism we enter the covenant…
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven;
he is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Thanksgiving over the Water
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Eternal and gracious God…lives and reigns forever. Amen.
The Baptism
Welcome
With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome these newly baptized into the body of
Christ.
Live as a child of the light and let your light shine before others.
Amen.
Baptismal Anthem
The Call

Z. Randall Stroope

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life; such a Way as gives us breath;
such a Truth as ends all strife; such a Life as killeth death.
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength; such a Light as shows a feast;
such a Feast as mends in length; such a Strength as makes his guest.
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart; such a Joy as none can move;
such a Love as none can part; such a Heart as Joys in Love.
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
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THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
Anthem

See What Love (St. Paul)

Felix Mendelssohn

See what love hath the Father bestow’d on us in His goodness,
That we should be called God’s own children, God’s own children.
See what love hath the Father bestow’d on us, Love in His goodness,
yea, in His goodness, That we should be called God’s own children.
*DOXOLOGY

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Lord God,
all that we have
is from your creative hand.
All that we can give away
we do through Jesus’ love.
All our renewal
comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom.
May we give abundantly of our lives
giving you the glory. Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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SENDING
*HYMN 295

Go to the World!

SINE NOMINE

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
Jesus Christ is Risen Today
______________________________
*(Those who are able may stand.)

Andrew Clarke

SERVICE NOTES
WORSHIP LEADERS: Staff Liturgist: Margie Quinn, Director of Youth and Their
Families; Presenting Elder: Melissa Threatt.
MUSICIANS: Chamber Choir; John W. Semingson, Director of Music Ministries;
Polly Brecht, Organist.
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THE BAPTISMAL RITE
The Apostles' Creed: The oldest surviving baptismal liturgy, dating from around the
year 200 C.E., describes the candidate for baptism standing in water and affirming
the faith by responding to three questions. Each question corresponds to one person
of the Trinity. The Paschal Candle is symbolic of Christ's death and resurrection. The
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, is our Paschal sacrifice. The
Paschal Candle also symbolizes the light of the risen Christ, shining in the world.
The use of this symbol dates from the early days of the Church. New Christians were
given a lighted candle, symbolic of their having died and been raised to new life in
Christ through baptism. Each family is given a Paschal Candle to use annually on
the anniversary of the baptism as a symbolic reminder of God's gift of redemption
and new life in Jesus Christ.
The sacrament of baptism will be administered today
at the 8:30 a.m. worship service to
Oluwafemi Noah, the son of Raquel and Lanre Olyemo
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: In-person worship services in the Sanctuary at
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. continue today, April 18, 2021.
Indoor Service protocols (https://bit.ly/39K0gOX) will be maintained. Reservations
must be made in advance.
To watch a service later in the day or week, go to nashvillewpc.org and in the Quick
Links box, click on WPC Live Stream Services.
Please click here to make a reservation for the 8:30 am service.
Please click here for childcare reservations for the 8:30 am service.
Please click here to make a reservation for the 11:00 am service.
Please click here for childcare reservations for the 11:00 am service.
DIAL-A-SERVICE: Please dial 629-206-1073 after 10:15 am to listen to the
sermon.
WELCOME: Westminster Presbyterian Church welcomes you to share our
common journey to become more faithful disciples of Christ. If you are interested
in learning about membership, please contact Melissa Threatt (864.506.0267;
melissa.threatt@gmail.com) or Rev. Heidi Hudnut-Beumler (615.292.5526;
hhudnutbeumler@nashvillewpc.org).
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THE RED ROSES IN THE CHANCEL this morning give glory and thanksgiving
to God for the birth of a daughter, Elizabeth Jennings, born on March 22, 2021 to Mary
Brette and Cook Wylly; and a daughter, Willow Grey, born on March 24, 2021 to Nick
and Hannah South.
WPC MONTHLY FINANCIAL OPERATING SUMMARY: Each month the
Finance Committee provides a summary of the church operating income and
expenses. If any members wish to have more information about church finances,
please contact: Jo Ann McFarlin, jmcfarlin@nashvillewpc.org or 615-292-5526x
231, Mike Koban, Finance Committee Chair at mkoban@prodigy.net, or Suzanne
McLemore, Treasurer at suzannegm58@gmail.com.
March 31, 2021

Income:
Expense:
Net Income (loss):

March
$292,307
$237,115
$ 55,192

Year to Date
$1,155,811
$ 721,774
$ 434,037

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION: The music used in the service this morning is
copyrighted under Christian Copyright Licensing International, Inc., No. 11221525.
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Purpose Statement
Ordinary people testifying to the extraordinary light
found in our Lord Jesus Christ.
“For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it
may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does
not come from us.” (2 Corinthians 4:6-7)

3900 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205-1899
615.292.5526 www.nashvillewpc.org
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